University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-3-1988

Guatemala: Recent Reports On Human Rights
Abuses
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Guatemala: Recent Reports On Human Rights Abuses." (1988). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/1278

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 075450
ISSN: 1089-1560

Guatemala: Recent Reports On Human Rights Abuses
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, February 3, 1988
On Jan. 26, Guatemalan Defense Minister General Gramajo informed the local press that 152
campesinos and eight guerrillas had turned themselves in to the army in the department of Quiche.
He added that the eight rebels were responsible for recruiting these campesinos in areas where the
displaced are living. Gramajo said the army would offer them protection as they had all accepted
amnesty. Other sources indicate that the 160 persons were forced to declare they had turned
themselves in voluntarily in order to reinforce the army's claims that it is protecting the civilian
population. In reality, the major victims of the army's counter-insurgency offensive are civilian
non- combatants. The Guatemalan Human Rights Commission in Mexico City has issued an
alert regarding the lives and physical safety of these individuals. Being fingered by the army as
a subversive often precedes extrajudicial execution which is later attributed to extreme right- or
leftist groups. On Jan. 24, Jose Mecia Ramirez, 36, and his brother, Antonio Mecia Ramirez, 24, were
taken from their home in the village of San Tjanchichan, Santiago Atitlan, Solola department. Family
members who witnessed the kidnapping said the two were abducted by heavily armed men dressed
in olive green muttering death threats. Jan. 25: In the same town, Diego Sasay Sapulu was taken
from his home at 2 a.m. by heavily armed men dressed in olive green wielding pistols. Later, Gaspar
Iatos, 25, was taken from a bus by a group of unidentified men in Pachitalul, Solola department.
The bus had been traveling up the southern coast. As of Jan. 29, the whereabouts of the four men
were unknown. (Basic data from 01/29/88 newsbrief, Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA,
Washington DC)
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